Ludwig van Beethoven
(1770-1827)

SYMPHONY NO.1, OP.21

arranged for
2 flutes, piccolo, 5 clarinets, 2 oboes,
2 bassoons, serpent, 2 horns, 2 trumpets,
3 trombones, timpani
by
Christian Kramer (cal807)

Edited by Eric James, 2016
Hogtown Harmonie
Toronto, 2016
hogtownharmonie @ gmail.com



Editorial Remarks

The source for this edition comes from a manuscript circa 1807. It is part of the Duke of Cumberland’s
Band Archive which is in turn part of the Hanover Royal Music Archive (OSB MSS 146), Box 187, Folder
961-963. It is now housed in the Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library, Yale University.

Christian Kramer of Hanover (died 1834) served as Master of the King’s Musick for George IV and
William IV between 1829 and 1834. (There is an 1817 arrangement of this symphony by Georg Schmitt,
director of Prince Hohenlohe—Ohringen’s Harmoniemusik ensemble, for 2 fl, 2 ob, 2 cl, 2 bn, 2 hn, basso
that has been recorded by The Albion Ensemble in 2007.)

This transcription exists as a set of parts copied by at least two different hands. Throughout the work there
are wrong notes and miscounted bars. Dynamic and articulation markings are sketchy, haphazard, and
often contradictory. Thus, for the most part this edition adopts the markings that appear in Beethoven’s
original. Wrong notes are corrected without comment. Rehearsal letters have also been added. Below are a
few remarks about each instrumental part:

Flauto in C Primo. This is not a flute in C. It is notated one tone above concert pitch, making it a flute in
Bb. Examination of the part leads one to the conclusion that it must have served as a kind of piccolo part
and it has been notated in this edition for modern piccolo in concert pitch.

Flauto traverso primo and secondo. Straightforward

Oboe secondo. The part for oboe 1 is missing. A new one has been fashioned based on the oboe 2 part and
on Beethoven’s original part for oboe 1. Oboe 2, for the most part, follows the original, occasionally
picking up notes from the original clarinet parts when the clarinets are busy playing violin parts. The new
oboe 1 part follows this practice also.

Clarinet 1 and 2 in C. Straightforward.

Clarinet 3 in A. This part changes to Bb for the last two movements.

Clarinet in Bb. Straightforward. This part now appears as Clarinet 4 in Bb.

F Clarinett. The F clarinet was often used in wind bands in the early 19th century (Beethoven, himself, used
it in some of his military pieces). Today we use the Eb clarinet, and the part has been notated thus in this edition.
Fagotto primo and secondo. Straighforward.

Corno I and 2. There is no instrument designation on the part for horn 2. Examination of the part leaves no
doubt that it is the second horn part.

Trumpet 1, 2. Straightforward

Trombone alto, tenore, basso. Each part uses its respective clef.

Serpent. Straightforward. For modern instrument harmoniemusik ensembles, the serpent part may be played
on a euphonium with a Rogers Mouthpiece. http://www.jcsherman.net/rogers-serpent-mouthpieces
Timpany. Straightforward.

Eric James, 2016

This modern performing edition was commissioned by
Berlioz Historical Brass
www.berliozhistoricalbrass.org
as part of the Harmoniemusik North America Series
www.harmoniemusik.org
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Adagio molto
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